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Zende. This was the Mahmud Ker and the work was executed under the orders of Abbas I. All the cereals and fruits which grow on the Iranian plateau were cultivated in this oasis, but Isfahan is famous especially for its melons. Its soil is particularly suitable for them as it is well manured with pigeon-dung.
Ptolemy mentions the city under the name of Aspadana. Isfahan means "military camp". The town arose out of the growth of two very ancient villages, originally a mile or more apart, on the north bank of the Zende. The more easterly of these was called Shai and the other Al-Yahudiyah ("Jews' Town"). According to Mukkadasi (tenth century) the latter was originally a Jewish community settled there by Nebuchadnezzar. Another more likely version of the origin of the "Jews' Town" Is the founding of the colony by the Sassanian king Ya/.ttgard I (A.D. 399-421) at the instance of his wife, herself a Jewess. The site seems to have pleased the Jews as it was »aicl to resemble the outskirts of Jerusalem. The site of Shai, also railed Shahristan, is still marked today by an ancient minaret in the middle of a small village on the north bank of ihr river some two and a half miles from modern Isfahan. ThU minaret Is all that survives of the ancient town which was nni rebuilt after its destruction by the Mongols. Yahudiyah, l.tirr called Jubareh, is today the oldest and largest district nf Italian and still a partly Jewish quarter. In the Middle \\hen Shahrislan declined, it became the centre of h.m and has muny ruined buildings with minarets as well llif Friday Mosque, which was continually restored. It % fmmerly quite important, but was overshadowed by the
* new buildings. Today it is a very poor quarter. \Vhrn .Shah Abbas I, the Great, came to the throne in 1585 tie .tkiiieluiircl the Srfuwas' traditional residence, Tabriz, for I*).«h.m, \vhith then became the first city in Iran. Although ihr Sluih had many traits of character common to oriental t!r',vj*ti!'4, MH h as a morbid distrust of his fellow men, he was nr \mhrlrvi <w? of the most valiant, active and contented of Itan\ ntttnarchs. He reigned for forty-five years. During the %%ii*4r of this time he was well prepared to defend his country
120                  *    *ade it one of his favourite residences.   He enlarged it, added
